Pathway Visalia Men's ministry:
July 11th, 2022 -"God's mysterious plan
revealed"
On the first Monday of every month, our Pathway Men's ministry meets at 6:30 pm. Our
next meeting will be on July 11th (moved to the second Monday due to July 4th holiday).
For those who were unable to attend and for anyone that is interested, we post the
study on our Pathway Visalia website. I pray that you will be able to join us. It is such a
blessing to share with one another. Below is an overview of the topics that we will
discuss as we work our way through the book of Ephesians.

God’s Mysterious Plan Revealed:
3:1 When I think of all this, [because I preach that you and believing Jews
are joint heirs] I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you 2
assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special
responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote
earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what

I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ.
5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has
revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets.6 And this is God’s plan: Both
Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the riches
inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy
the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus.
QUESTION: Paul starts off by saying - "When I think of all this (the fact
that gentiles and believing Jews are joint heirs) -- What comes to your
mind re. all that Christ has done in your life?
QUESTION: Vs. 1 speaks of how Paul is in prison because he was
faithful to the stewardship that God called him to: which was to
preach that gentiles and Jews are joint heirs (all who believe and have
put their trust in Jesus). So, what would you say (specifically) that the
Lord has entrusted in you to be faithful to?
QUESTION: "assuming, by the way, that you know..."- Paul is
specifically addressing one issue (the fact that Paul was given, by
God, the responsibility to extend His grace to Gentiles) - We can often
assume that people that we encounter know more about the good
news of Christ than what we assume. What are some good questions
that we can use to dig deeper with others?
QUESTION: 6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who
believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s
children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise
of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. What would you
say are the riches that you have already inherited and, also will
inherit, once we are in Heaven?
7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of
serving him by spreading this Good News. 8 Though I am the least
deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling
the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I as
chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of
all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 10 God’s purpose in all this
was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the
unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal
plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.
QUESTION: Paul wrote that He was the least deserving of all God's
people -- Why do you think having a humble foundation is critical
before we minister to others?

QUESTION: It is interesting that God's plan seems totally mysterious
prior to salvation and a portion of it seems simple following salvation.
Why do you think that is?
QUESTION: Can you list some of the remaining areas of mystery to
you re. God's plan?
12 Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and
confidently into God’s presence -[that is, our faith gives us sufficient courage
to freely and openly approach God through Christ]… 13 So please don’t
lose heart because of my trials here. I am suffering for you, so you should
feel honored.
QUESTION: "Come boldly and confidently into God’s presence." - Do
you ever come timidly into God's presence? Why do you think that is?
QUESTION: We have the wonderful advantage of the Holy Spirit
ministering to us - Share a time, or times, where the awesome power
of the Holy Spirit was ministering and opening doors for you.

PAUL'S PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
14 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father,
QUESTION: This is the second time that Paul writes, "When I think of
all this" -- Thinking is very important, particularly when it comes to
applying Gods Word to a current situation. Share the last time you
thought of how God's Word would apply to a situation and it caused
you to "fall to your knees and to pray".
15 the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth. 16 I pray that from
his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength
through his Spirit.
Luke 11:1-2, 1 THEN HE was praying in a certain place; and when He
stopped, one of His disciples said to Him, Lord, teach us to pray,
[just] as John taught his disciples. 2. And He said to them, When you
pray, say: Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your
kingdom come. Your will be done [held holy and revered] on earth as
it is in heaven.
QUESTION: Why is important to remind yourself of who God is & what
are the benefits of thinking this way? And why is it important to
remind ourselves of who we are?

17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.
QUESTION: I have a section in our garden where I have planted
begonias and they are green but no flowers. It is because their roots
are competing with tree roots, therefore they don't "grow down into
good soil to keep them strong". Now I have to carve my way around
each plant in order to create a growing environment. I have to break
up the fallow ground.
QUESTION: do you have areas in your life that need to be broken up
in order to allow "your spiritual roots to grow down into God's love
and keep you strong”?
18
And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people
should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.
QUESTION: Why do you think Paul prayed that the believers would
have an issue with understanding "how wide, how long, how high,
and how deep His love is”?
QUESTION: What is the power that will help us to understand?
19
May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life
and power that comes from God.
QUESTION: Let's talk about experiencing the love of Christ. How
would you say your experience has been over the years that you have
been a Christian?
20
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21. Glory
to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and
ever! Amen.
As Paul closes out the first section of Ephesian, He uses a doxology
(which is a summarizing statement which means "glory")
QUESTION: As you look at vs. 20 & 21 - what stands out to you re. the
glorious grace that we have been given?

